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	God is ... KING (Page 2)


			
			In my humble opinion, our country seems to have transitioned and embraced having a King rather well. King Charles III, it would appear, has been well received so far and despite the unwanted headlines and stories coming from (prince) Harry, he seems to have much support from the public. His first Christmas Day speech was excellent and gave a brief insight into his own faith in God, which was encouraging. I hope he would be able to say the words of our verse for this week.

“Hear my cry for help, my King and my God, for to you I pray.”

(Psalm 5:2 – NIV)


The British Army swear allegiance to the King, here are the words they say:

“I swear by almighty God that I will be faithful, and bear true allegiance to his Majesty King Charles III, his heirs, and successors, and that I will as in duty bound, honestly and faithfully defend his Majesty, his heirs, and successors in person, crown and dignity, against all enemies, and will observe and obey all orders of His Majesty, his heirs, and successors and the generals and officers set over me“.

It’s quite some statement! As Christians we have given our life to Jesus, I hope we have sworn our true allegiance to Him, to be loyal, to be faithful. Like the British army serve King Charles III, we (the army of the Lord) serve God, we serve Jesus who is King or kings. Not out of a sense of duty but out of our relationship, that we would honestly and faithfully defend our faith and be obedient to His instruction as we follow His way.

David here in this Psalm uses the phrase “my King and my God…” it’s personal and heartfelt, it speaks of coming to him with humility and reverence but notwithstanding closeness. David is pleading with God to help him, to hear his cry and speak into his situation, to see his servant (his soldier) and respond. We pray to God “for to you I pray.”, who is King, there is no one else, no one higher, no one who can out-rank Him, no one who can respond and help any better than my King and my God. We can go right to the top, because not only are we his servants but also his children.

Picturing God as King should stir us to be humble and obedient, to serve and to defend, to live faithfully and in loyalty.

As you reflect on this picture of God this week, take time to consider ‘How it makes you feel?’, what God as King means to you. Here are a few more verses to help us as we ponder on:

‘My King and My God’.

“For God is the King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise.”

(Psalm 47:7)


“But God is my King from long ago; he brings salvation on the earth.”

(Psalm 74:12)


“Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may have her young— a place near your altar, Lord Almighty, my King and my God.”

(Psalm 84:3)


“For the Lord is the great God, the great King above all gods.”

(Psalm 95:3)
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				In my humble opinion, our country seems to have transitioned and embraced having a King rather well. His first Christmas Day speech was excellent and gave a brief insight into his own faith in God, which was encouraging. I hope he would be able to say the words of our verse for this week …
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				Sadly, we have all seen the images on television of the riot police lined up in full combat gear, with shield in hand as they seek to restore order during civil unrest and trouble.

This week’s thought takes another description of God in picture language, with the author (David) describing the Lord as ‘my strength and my shield…’
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				I am always intrigued by items and things that are hundreds, sometimes thousands of years old but are still intact, recognisable, and in some cases even still usable. When you stop and think about it, it really is remarkable for example how old buildings are still standing, old pots and pans and weapons can still fulfil a purpose, old coins and clothing can tell a story of the past …
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				For many of us, our understanding of prayer has been taught through school or perhaps through ‘traditional’ Sunday school, passed down from generation to generation. We were told to put our hands together, close our eyes, bow our heads, sit still …
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				In the third of our series ‘When Jesus Prayed…’ we are going to focus a little more on one of the themes that came out of last week’s reflection – busyness – and what we learn from Jesus’ example.
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				It may surprise you to know that there are ONLY 15 different occasions within the gospels which mention Jesus praying …
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				So much has been said by the great and the good, alongside a flourish of outpouring through social media about this incredible lady. Hours of footage, reflecting upon her reign and digging into the video and photo archives to remind ourselves once again of this remarkable woman, who for most of our Nation is the only head of the Monarchy we have ever known …
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				It may surprise you to know that there are ONLY 15 different occasions within the gospels which mention Jesus praying …
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				Having spent the last five weeks looking at the subject of faith and the different aspects regarding it. This week we reflect on the topic of DOUBT …
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				Some time ago I was with a friend of mine who was going to be meeting his dad for the first time in over 25 years! My friend had no memories of him and wasn’t sure how he would feel or react when meeting him …
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