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	Once Upon a Time (Page 12)


			
			The word ‘STORY’ has deep roots.

I recently visited my mum in Kent, who reminded me that my favorite storybook when I was a kid was ‘Tim Mouse goes down the stream.’ I would make her read the story to me over and over and over again. It reminds me of the power of a story.

During Lent (10th Feb – 24th March) we’ve been revisiting THE BIG STORY of our Christian faith.

It’s a beautiful story that so far spans over 4000 years and is held together by a single word. REDEMPTION.

The dictionary definition is simply this. “The action of regaining or gaining possession of something in exchange for payment, or clearing of a debt.”

Easter is a time when that story reaches a crescendo – it’s a pivotal chapter. God’s plan, begun with a promise to Abraham, foreshadowed in the Passover lamb of Exodus, hoped for in Israel’s search for a perfect King – finds it’s fulfillment in a descendant of Abraham, whose blood is spilt on a cross under a sign that says ‘The King of the Jews.’

We’ve discovered…

Is that it’s the story of a father who went to great lengths to be reunited with his rebellious children.

It’s the story of an artist, who agreed to pay a tremendous ransom to buy back his stolen, treasured creation

It’s the story of a King, who became a carpenter, so that he could win back, rather than force, the love of his subjects.

It’s a long way from the story we’ve written about God. A story of ‘religion’ and ‘rules’ and ‘behaving.’ It reminds us that at its heart- God’s story is simply, but powerfully, the story of a relationship lost and regained at tremendous cost.

Everyone has a story to tell, but everyone can be a part of this story, because it’s the story of us. It’s the story of me. It’s the story of you.

And the story of redemption doesn’t finish there. There is more to come. There is a moment when we regain all that we have lost and become all that we were created to be. There is a moment when we walk, once again, side by side in the garden with our heavenly Father.

Only then will the final chapter of the story be finished.

Only then will the closing line be wonderfully fulfilled. “And they all lived happily ever after!’

God knew what he was doing from the very beginning. He decided from the outset to shape the lives of those who love him along the same lines as the life of his Son. The Son stands first in the line of humanity he restored. We see the original and intended shape of our lives there in him. After God made that decision of what his children should be like, he followed it up by calling people by name. After he called them by name, he set them on a solid basis with himself. And then, after getting them established, he stayed with them to the end, gloriously completing what he had begun. Romans 8:28-30(The Message Translation)
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				The word ‘STORY’ has deep roots. I recently visited my mum in Kent, who reminded me that my favorite storybook when I was a kid was ‘Tim Mouse goes down the stream.’ I would make her read the story to me over and over and over again. It reminds me of the power of a […]
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				Lent 2016- Do Lent Generously- Starts 10th Feb 2016. This year we’ll be doing Lent differently. Instead of making lent about ‘self-improvement’, let’s make it about ‘world improvement’. In our recent sermon series ‘Resolutions’ we said- ‘If you really want to be a better person, make the world a better place!’ This lent we’ll be […]
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				As I write, a website is counting down, only three days till ‘Blue Monday’. I’m not referring to the song by New Order, but the third Monday of January dubbed ‘the most depressing day of the year.’ As you read this, you will have passed through this ominous event and hopefully re-appeared unscathed on the […]
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				Celebrate Christmas with us this year at the following events.
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				We played a music video from YouTube to reflect on after yesterday’s service “Journey through the wall”. It can be used for quiet reflection for those who find themselves at “the Wall”. From YouTube: “Jesus, Draw Me Ever Nearer” [Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pib13aveIKU]
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				This video was shown near the end of Sunday 18th’s service, it fits in nicely with the sermon “Going back in order to go forward”.
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				The family at Godstone Baptist Church recently began an eight week campaign, combining Sunday messages, weekly home groups and personal devotions, all with the aim of helping us grow. The complete sermon series can be found here. “Grow into what?“I hear you ask. That’s a really important question! Maybe a quote from writer and author, […]
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				Have you started your Day by Day EHS readings yet? Here’s a YouTube video describing the material and how best to approach it. “Emotionally Healthy Spirituality Day by Day: A 40-Day Journey with the Daily Office”
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				Right now everything at church is focused on our Autumn Campaign, the ‘Emotionally Healthy Spirituality’ (EHS) Course, by Peter Scazzero.

It’s a bit of a mouthful, but it’s based on a very important principle. You cannot become spiritually mature while remaining emotionally immature.
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				(source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=3&v=Sca9O-bssFE)
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