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	Christmas Connections (Page 5)


			
			Happy advent everyone. This year is the first time I’ve ever tried to juggle two jobs at once, but in reality, they are both about the same thing. They are about re-connecting people- to hope, to faith, to peace, and ultimately to God who is the source of all these things.

Finding connection has been especially hard for people this year. We’ve all been denied the connection of family and friends and social distance rather than connection has been our experience. Maybe for the first time in a long time, we’re remembering how important being connected really is.

The season of Christmas is all about connection. God wanted to re-connect with us, and his solution was not to shout at us from a distance, but to visit the earth in order to reveal himself to us all. Christmas is that time and place where God pulls back the curtain and steps on stage so that we can clearly see and hear him for ourselves.

If it were me, I’d have been tempted to put on a bit of a show to impress everyone, but Jesus arrived as a helpless baby in a cattle stall in a backwater town. That tells you all you need to know about God. Forget those ideas about a remote, angry deity. By living among us he proved how much he wants to be with us.

In theory, making a connection with God ought to be easy and natural, after all he is everywhere, all the time and never out of range, but somehow, we got cut off. It’s a bit like a mobile phone. You need a contract to keep connected, but because we’ve broken that contract, by choosing to live without reference to God, we find that the line is dead.

God’s solution was to send someone to fix the problem, he wrote a new contract (called a new covenant) and paid our overdue bills himself to re-connect us. Wesley’s famous Christmas Carol “Hark the Herald” sums up what God wanted to do. “Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled”- re-connected.

So, the line is once again open, but at this point you may well hesitate. Perhaps deep down you feel you are not good enough for God to want to hear from you. Well, be encouraged. He loves you deeply and wants to connect with you. Remember the verse that says:

“For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.” 


Notice who it is addressed to – everyone. That ‘Everyone’ definitely includes you. “God and sinners reconciled” – re-connected. No two-meter spacing. No Perspex screens. No face mask to hide his smile. Just you and God, connected again. Happy advent everyone.

– Phil
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				Finding connection has been especially hard for people this year. We’ve all been denied the connection of family and friends and social distance rather than connection has been our experience. Maybe for the first time in a long time, we’re remembering how important being connected really is.
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				How can we know God? I believe he has given us several pointers…
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				“… but grow in the grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” When Paul wrote these words, he was concerned for those who could be led astray or simply give up on their faith. So, he encouraged them to grow …
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				On Wednesday we gather again at 11:00am on the 11th day of the 11th month to remember those who have given their lives in the great wars and in many wars since. We remember the horror of the trenches, the war crimes, the holocaust, the release of atomic weapons and the suffering of the innocent. As the injustices in our world continue, we are tempted to shake our fist at heaven and wonder if God really cares about us at all? Here is a story to help you.
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				As Baptists we’re more likely to know the date of the Strictly Come Dancing final than the traditional dates in the Christian calendar. Yet the purpose of this calendar, and the major feasts we do celebrate, is to remind us on a regular basis of some important truths that are can still inspire and encourage us in our everyday life. 
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				For all of us the things that we once thought normal, routine, every day, have changed …
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				This week at GBC we celebrated (a socially distant!) harvest … 
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				With the current climate of social restrictions looking likely to extend to Christmas and beyond, it is unfortunately a reality that church is not going to resume any time soon in a manner that we are accustomed to …
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				This week we’ve been talking about God’s grace as a source of healing in our lives. It’s something of a stereotype, but it’s generally true that men avoid

going to see the doctor … 
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				Guilt is the direct result of a choice that was made in a garden a long time ago (Genesis 2:17). Once you know the difference between good and evil, you get a dose of guilt every time you chose the wrong one. It’s a sort of ‘buy one get one free’ deal. Only two kinds of people don’t experience guilt – saints and psychopaths and I haven’t met too many of either in the churches I’ve pastored … 

			

		
		


	
		
			

				
					View Post
				
			
		


	



  
 
  
	


	


		


		
		
		
	
		

				← Previous
	1
	…
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	…
	12
	Next →



		

	


		
	







	

		
		Recent Blog Posts

	

		

							
					[image: ]
				

			
			
				
											Easter Services 2024									
			


				
						12th March, 2024
					



		

		
	


	

		

							
					[image: ]
				

			
			
				
											Celebrate Christmas With GBC In 2023									
			


				
						14th December, 2023
					



		

		
	


	

		

							
					[image: ]
				

			
			
				
											The Parable Of The Lost Son – Part 1									
			


				
						29th June, 2023
					



		

		
	


	

		

							
					[image: ]
				

			
			
				
											A-Z Of God’s Name And Nature – Part 7									
			


				
						26th April, 2023
					



		

		
	


	

		

							
					[image: ]
				

			
			
				
											Rise Again									
			


				
						5th April, 2023
					



		

		
	


		
	



	

	
		

			
			

    
	Godstone Baptist Church


Godstone Hill

Godstone

Surrey  RH9 8AH

    
			


			
			
			


			
			

    
	SearchSearch


    
			


		


	


	
		
			
				© Copyright Godstone Baptist Church 2022. Website by Andrew Wills.					Godstone Baptist Church On YouTube
	Godstone Baptist Church On Facebook
	Godstone Baptist Church On Twitter


			

		

	





This website uses cookies to improve your experience. We'll assume you're ok with this, but you can opt-out if you wish. Accept Read More
Privacy & Cookies Policy

  
	
		  
			
			Close
		  
		  
			
	
		
			
				Privacy Overview
				
					This website uses cookies to improve your experience while you navigate through the website. Out of these, the cookies that are categorized as necessary are stored on your browser as they are essential for the working of basic functionalities of the website. We also use third-party cookies that help us analyze and understand how you use this website. These cookies will be stored in your browser only with your consent. You also have the option to opt-out of these cookies. But opting out of some of these cookies may affect your browsing experience.

				

							

		

		
												
						
							
								Necessary							
															
									
									Necessary
								

								Always Enabled
													

						
							
								
									Necessary cookies are absolutely essential for the website to function properly. This category only includes cookies that ensures basic functionalities and security features of the website. These cookies do not store any personal information.								

							

						

					

																	
						
							
								Functional							
															
									
									Functional
								

													

						
							
								
									Functional cookies help to perform certain functionalities like sharing the content of the website on social media platforms, collect feedbacks, and other third-party features.
								

							

						

					

																	
						
							
								Performance							
															
									
									Performance
								

													

						
							
								
									Performance cookies are used to understand and analyze the key performance indexes of the website which helps in delivering a better user experience for the visitors.
								

							

						

					

																	
						
							
								Analytics							
															
									
									Analytics
								

													

						
							
								
									Analytical cookies are used to understand how visitors interact with the website. These cookies help provide information on metrics the number of visitors, bounce rate, traffic source, etc.
								

							

						

					

																	
						
							
								Advertisement							
															
									
									Advertisement
								

													

						
							
								
									Advertisement cookies are used to provide visitors with relevant ads and marketing campaigns. These cookies track visitors across websites and collect information to provide customized ads.
								

							

						

					

																	
						
							
								Others							
															
									
									Others
								

													

						
							
								
									Other uncategorized cookies are those that are being analyzed and have not been classified into a category as yet.
								

							

						

					

										

	



		  

		  
			
				
					
						
						
															SAVE & ACCEPT
													

												
							Powered by [image: CookieYes Logo]

						

						
					

				

			

		

	

  























 
